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The School Founded in 1968, Capitol Hill Day School is an independent, 
nondenominational school serving a culturally and 
economically diverse student body from prekindergarten 

through eighth grade. Capitol Hill Day School aims to develop in each child a fervent, 
continuing commitment to learning and an abiding 
care for others. Students are encouraged to search 
for patterns, seek connections and learn from 
differences. The School community is small enough 
to allow relationships to be individually developed 
and maintained, yet large enough to present a range 
of backgrounds, interests, and challenges.  
 
The search for patterns and relationships is an 
ongoing theme through the curriculum in all grades. 
In virtually every subject, students find, define, and 
create patterns that spiral, branch, repeat, and grow 
in predictable ways. Learning in this way develops 
habits of observing, analyzing, predicting and 
generalizing. Teachers work together to integrate the 
curriculum so that subjects are studied in depth and 
from many directions. Students gain sufficient 
knowledge of a topic to sense its complexity and 
grapple with its ambiguities.  
 
The imaginative and rich Field Education Program connects classroom learning to the 
greater world. On any given day, at least one class is venturing somewhere beyond the 

school’s walls. The Director of Field 
Education meets regularly with teachers to 
keep current with curricula, and organizes 
over 200 field trips per year. Children 
learn in more depth and breadth when the 
real world and the classroom are 
connected, when they see and experience 
the things they are studying. The field trips 
also expose children to people from 
varying backgrounds who are passionate 
about what they do.  
 

In the Early Childhood Program (pre-k, kindergarten and grade 1) teachers encourage a 
sense of self-reliance and independence in their work and cooperation in their 
relationships with others. In these classes the foundation for a love of books and literature 
is established, while introducing age-appropriate pre-reading skills. The teachers believe 

M ISSION 

The primary mission is to provide an 
education that engages students in the 
process of learning, with the aim of 
helping them become thoughtful, 

caring young people.  Together, its 
academic day program and auxiliary 
programs in the late afternoon and 

summer reflect the School's 
commitment to create a community of 
students from varying backgrounds in 

which individual differences are 
respected and valued. 
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that building children's vocabularies and helping them communicate clearly with others 
are essential language-related activities. Students take their first step toward 
mathematical reasoning by identifying patterns and relationships among shapes and 
numbers. Children count, sort, and measure physical objects, whether they are working 
on math activities or taking attendance. The children also have classes in art, music, 
library, physical education, French and Spanish. In the music program, the youngest 
students learn about rhythms, pitches, movements and melodies. Kindergarten students 
write and perform plays featuring costumes and scenery they make themselves. Finally, 
children learn to be thoughtful of one another as members of their classroom community. 
 
In the Elementary Grades (grades 2-5) children 
learn to use language with increasing skill and 
pleasure, focusing on speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. Formal reading instruction, 
which begins in first grade, continues into 
second and third with an emphasis on 
phonographics. Appreciation of literature's 
power and form goes hand in hand with 
comprehension. Children write frequently, read 
their work to others, revise and edit. 
Mathematics is another language for describing and understanding the world. Students in 
the Elementary Grades search for spatial and numerical relationships and patterns and 
learn to solve problems creatively, articulating the process as well as the solution. Major 
social studies themes integrate lessons in seamless ways. The second grade studies Native 
American cultures, the third grade explores early American history, the fourth grade 
focuses on American immigration, and the fifth grade studies ancient China. In the music 
program, students learn about a world of musical styles, and embark on composition and 
sound collages. The Performing Arts program is rich in all grades and children discover 
that mastery of skills combined with cooperative group effort leads to polished 
performances. 

 
As instruction becomes more formal in the 
Upper Grades (grades 6-8), students move 
from one specialized classroom to another to 
study various subjects. Students take history, 
English, science, mathematics, and French or 
Spanish. Rules that govern the patterns 
children have used intuitively in the earlier 
years are identified and defined, whether in 
grammar or number theory. Formal science 
study deepens understanding of earlier 
activities and experiments. Students have 
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language classes four times a week, and 
become familiar not only with their chosen 
language, but also with the rich and varied 
cultures that make up the French- and Spanish-
speaking worlds. 
 
Field education expands to include occasional 
overnight trips. The arts are core to the Upper 
Grade curriculum. Students may choose to 
concentrate in the areas of music, drama, or the 
visual arts. Art classes teach the fundamentals 
of technique in a variety of media, and allow 
students to explore what they are studying in 
science or social studies through visual and 
tactile ways. All students are involved in the 
production of musicals and plays, culminating 
in a performance of a Shakespeare play at the 
Folger Library’s Elizabethan Theatre. The 
spring Music Festival features all classes and 
encompasses a wide range of musical styles 
and traditions.  

 
Physical education at Capitol Hill Day School is fun, educational, and safe, providing 
exercise and building self-confidence. Each child is given the opportunity to be as 
successful as possible, as often as possible. Children participate in activities for the 
maximum amount of time, with the goal that no child be eliminated from a game for 
more than one minute. The emphasis is on lifetime physical fitness. Competition is not 
emphasized but students are encouraged 
to try to improve upon previous 
performances. Capitol Hill Day School is 
part of the ABC League and Upper Grade 
students compete in fall, winter, and 
spring athletic programs against other 
teams in the League. Fall sports include 
co-ed soccer and cross-country, the winter 
sports include girls’ and boys’ basketball, 
and the spring program includes coed 
softball. 
 
With nearly seventy computers available for student use (including more than thirty 
wireless laptops), students have access to a computer when they need it. Third through 
eighth graders learn specific computer-related skills by doing projects connected to their 

 
Capitol Hill Day School Numbers: 

 
Prekindergarten – 8th grade 
Total enrollment: 223 
Students of color: 40% 
 
Student-teacher ratio: 7:1 
Class size: 16 for Early Childhood, 22 for higher 
grades 
 
2008-09 tuition: $22,220 - $23,350 
Financial aid: $500.000 
Students receiving financial aid: 20% 
 
Operating budget: $6.2 million 
Endowment: $315,000 
Annual Fund (AF) goal: $165,000 
AF raised by 06/15/09: $150,000 
AF current parents participation: 75% 
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math, science, history, art, or literature studies. Students learn touch-typing, word 
processing, spreadsheets, HTML programming, desktop publishing, and use of the 
Internet. They also discuss, with increasing sophistication, the ethical issues that arise 
from technology use. 
 
Essential to the School's community is the diversity of its students and their families, the 
faculty and staff. Differences in religion, economic circumstance, racial and cultural 
heritage, and sexual orientation create the opportunity for people to learn from each other 

as they learn with each other. The twenty graduates 
from the class of 2009 have enrolled at Archbishop 
Carroll, Bullis School, Edmund Burke School, the 
Field School, Georgetown Day School, The Madeira 
School, Miss Porter’s School, Richard Montgomery 
High School, St. Margaret’s School, St. Stephens and 
St. Agnes School, School Without Walls, Sidwell 
Friends School, Wilson Senior High School, and 
Woodberry Forest School. 
 
Since 1980, Capitol Hill Day School has been located 
on the corner of 2nd Street and South Carolina 
Avenue, S.E., in the former Dent School building and 
in the adjacent town house at 214 South Carolina 
Avenue, S.E.  In 1991, the Board of Trustees created 
a building fund which later provided the down 

payment for the School's purchase of the Dent Building. In 1997, Capitol Hill Day 
School purchased the historic building from the District of Columbia and embarked on a 
major capital campaign to raise funds to defray the costs of buying and renovating the 
century-old building. Renovations resulted in construction of the new Rose Window 
classroom, improvements to the School's 
heating and ventilating systems, air 
conditioning and new windows. The 
school is now considering the addition of 
a “Middle Building” to connect the Dent 
Building with its annex. 
 
The Dent Building served as a 
Washington, D.C. public school from 
1902-1947, and then as a maintenance 
shop for the D.C. public school system 
after 1965.  The School worked in 
collaboration with city and neighborhood 
leaders to purchase new playground equipment for Garfield Park in 2000-2001.  The 
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historic park, located across South Carolina Avenue from the School, is enjoyed by 
Capitol Hill Day School students as well as neighborhood families.     
 
Capitol Hill Day School operates one of the oldest and most flexible after school 
programs in the metropolitan area, providing over 650 hours of activities each school 
year. Over 90 students participate in the program. Activities include arts and crafts, field 
trips, music lessons, tae kwon do classes, quiet times for rest, games, story time, 
computers, and other activity choices, 
snacks, play time, and study hall. The 
After School Program makes extensive 
use of Garfield Park and other parks and 
playgrounds in the community. 
 
The Summer Camp offers 35 different 
week-long specialty camps in seven one-
week sessions for 4 to 14 year olds. 
Summer camp echoes the academic 
program at Capitol Hill Day School and is 
committed to field education. Camp 
educators think creatively about how the resources of the city can enhance any subject, 
whether it’s academic or summer fun. Staff members include teachers (many from 
Capitol Hill Day School), members of the After School Program staff, a few invited 
professionals, and a few alums. 2009 camp offerings include “ “Crazy Critters” and 
“Splish Splash, We’re Having a Blast,” for the youngest participants,  “Tennis Camp” 
and “Dance with the Stars” for students in grades 2-4, and “From Smoke Signals to Cell 
Phones:  Communications Camp” and  “Ultimate Sports Challenge” for older campers.  
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STRENGTHS OF THE SCHOOL  
·  Solid reputation for graduating caring, thoughtful students who are also eager 

learners and problem solvers 
·  School with a true community feeling and spirit among all stakeholders: students, 

faculty, parents, alumni, alumni parents 
·  The Field Education program 
·  The integrated curriculum 
·  Its location 

 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NEW HEAD 

·  Fundraising 
·  Affordability and sustainability 
·  School wide evaluations 
·  The new building project 

 
CHARACTERISTICS AND QUALIFICATIONS SOUGHT IN THE NEXT HEAD OF SCHOOL  

·  The next Head must be someone who has a passion for learning and providing 
students with a deep, rich educational foundation. 

·  The next Head must be someone who can lead and manage in a collaborative 
fashion (a consultative leader). 

·  The next Head must be a leader who embodies the School’s culture. 
·  The next Head must be supportive of our curriculum, grounded in educational 

theory and practice. 
·  The next Head must be able to gain and keep people’s trust. 
·  The next Head must be experienced in and enthusiastic about fundraising. 

 
 

Candidates interested in this opportunity are encouraged to submit, electronically, a cover letter 
expressing their reasons for their interest in Capitol Hill Day School, a current resume, a 
statement of educational philosophy, and the names and contact numbers of four references to: 

Trina Robinson Secor 
Carney, Sandoe & Associates 

136 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Trina.Secor@carneysandoe.com  

865.769.0460 (O) 
865.850.3376 (C) 
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FACTS ABOUT CAPITOL HILL DAY SCHOOL  

 
Year Founded 1968 
 
Enrollment Statistics 223 students, 104 male, 119 female; approximately 60% from the 
Capitol Hill neighborhood, 40% from other areas of the District of Columbia, Maryland, 
and Virginia 
   Total Male Female  
            Pre-kindergarten 28 12 16            
 Kindergarten 24 11 13   
 1st Grade 24 13 11  
 2nd Grade 21 13 8 
 3rd Grade 20 8 12 
 4th Grade 25 7 18 
 5th Grade 22 8 14 
 6th Grade 18 8 10 
 7th Grade 21 10 11 
 8th Grade 20 14 6 
 
Faculty   
Faculty members invent, interpret, and shape the curriculum, responding sensitively to 
children's needs, interests, and backgrounds. Respect is given for varying styles of 
teaching and learning, and different groupings occur within classrooms as appropriate to 
pedagogical goals. The student-teacher ratio is 7:1 (this is a subjective). The average 
class size is 17 students in the early childhood classes and 22 in the elementary and 
middle school classes. .  
   
Governance 
The Capitol Hill Day School Board of Trustees is composed of 17 to 18 members elected 
to staggered three-year terms.  Eleven are parents and four are “community members”.  
The Head of School and one or two faculty members are ex officio members. The Board 
of Trustees completed a second strategic plan in 2003, which reaffirmed the School's 
strengths and mapped a plan for the future. Major priorities include enhancing facilities 
and strengthening endowment to support curriculum development, financial aid, and 
other program needs. 
 
Finances 
The Capitol Hill Day School has an annual operating budget of $6.1M he endowment is 
valued at $258K F The 2008-2009 annual fund will raise $ 175,000 and the goal for the  
2009-2010 is to raise $200,000.  Seventy-five percent of families participated in the 
annual fund, and the average gift was $800. The gap between tuition revenue and 
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expenses is 18%. Fundraising covers 6% of the gap, Summer Camp, the After School 
Program, and investment income make up the difference.  
 
Tuition 
2009-2010 tuition is $23,110 for grades Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 5 and $24,290 
for sixth, seventh and eighth grades. 
 
Location 
CHDS is located in Southeast Washington, in a renovated turn-of-the-century building in 
the Capitol Hill neighborhood, just blocks from the U.S. Capitol and the Library of 
Congress. 
 
Accreditation  
The Association of Independent Maryland Schools 
 
Memberships 
The Association of Independent Schools of Greater Washington 
The Association of Independent Maryland Schools 
The National Association of Independent Schools 
The Black Student Fund 

 


