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It remains to be seen how history will reflect the past few weeks and months, but regardless, I have 

taken them as a challenge.  In an honest attempt to put politics aside, I believe that it can be 

objectively argued that foundational elements of our democracy, at the very least, have been tested. 

The challenge to me is a call to engagement that our current climate appears to demand.  
 

I am grateful for the privilege to be an educator, and I am proud, in particular, to be a part of the 

Capitol Hill Day School educational community.   As I reflect on the challenge I see before us,  I am 

reminded of a quote from John Dewey, a founder of progressive education philosophy:  “Democracy 

has to be born anew every generation, and education is its midwife.”  

   

More than ever before in my tenure at our School, I feel the significance of our shared vision of what 

education should be.  And I believe it is more important than ever before that we teach children, in 

developmentally appropriate ways, to… 

● demonstrate compassion and a commitment to collaboration.  

● act with humility and value vulnerability.  

● appreciate the arts and creativity.  

● be discerning consumers of information. 

● use data, analytical reasoning, and empirical evidence to separate facts from untruths.  

● listen and debate differences with civility. 

● seek justice and equity.  

● use their voice, in all its forms, to speak truth to power . 

 

To see this work in action, I hope you will make time to join us for our annual Curriculum Night on 

Thursday, February 9 at 7:00pm.  You will have the opportunity to engage with faculty and observe 

student work.  Specific sessions will focus on sixth grade analysis of the 2016 election results, a second 

grade study of Capitol Hill, an early childhood community library creation, seventh grade year end 

research projects, and more.  Please join us to mingle with other parents and enjoy snacks and 

beverages, courtesy of EC West parents.  Our After School Program staff will provide childcare for a fee 

of $10/family; please email Njonjo Smith at nsmith@chds.org by February 7 if you would like to 

register your child. 
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