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Dear Summer Camp Families,  

  

Welcome to Capitol Hill Day School Summer Camp 2018 – seven one-week 

sessions, each with a variety of programs for children, ages four to fourteen.  Session 

One begins on June 25, and Session Seven ends on August 10.  

  

The day begins at 9:00am and ends at 4:00pm.  Extended care is available from 8:00 

to 9:00am, and from 4:00 to 6:00pm, for an additional fee.  

  

Camp Counselors are teachers (many from Capitol Hill Day School), members of 

the School’s After School Program staff, and other invited professionals.  The 

number of children in each camp is limited to 20-30, depending on the program.  

Two or three adults are always with each group.  

  

We hope this Parent Handbook is helpful in orienting you and your child to Summer 

Camp.  Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  

  

We hope your child enjoys the CHDS Summer Camp experience!  

  

Sincerely,  

  

Njonjo Smith  

Director of Auxiliary Programs  

202.547.2244, ext. 128 

202.386.9928 nsmith@chds.org 

summercamp@chds.org  
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Summer Camp at  

Capitol Hill Day School  

The Mission of Capitol Hill Day School is to deeply engage a 

diverse community of students in connecting the classroom to the 

larger world, supporting each child in developing the confidence, 

compassion, and intellectual capacity to live a life of purpose and 

value.  

This mission is manifested in the School’s Summer Camp 

program as an enriching and engaging opportunity for campers 

ages 4 to 14 to explore and learn.  We provide a nurturing and 

caring environment of mutual respect, where children feel safe to 

experiment and be creative.  

Summer Camp offers a wide variety of one-week camps and a 

wealth of opportunities for campers to explore and connect with 

the larger community through sports, games, art, dance, drama, 

stories, imaginative play, and field trips.  Whether teaching new 

skills or pursuing existing interests, each camp also seeks to 

enhance social skills with positive interaction from staff and other 

campers.  
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2018 SUMMER CAMP OVERVIEW & FAQs 

  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Where is Summer Camp located? Capitol Hill Day School is located on the corner of 2nd Street and South 

Carolina Avenue, SE, in the Dent School building. 

When does camp begin and end?  The day begins at 9:00am and ends at 4:00pm.  For an additional fee, extended 

before or after care is available from 8:00 to 9:00am, and from 4:00 to 6:00pm.    

Where do I sign in my child?  There are two designated sign-in areas: one on the first level for the Early Childhood 

campers and the second on the second level for the Elementary and Upper Grade campers. Summer Camp Director 

Njonjo Smith or Summer Camp Assistant Megan Robinson will be there to assist you. 

Elementary and Upper Grades campers will go to the Second Grade classroom on the second level. The Early 

Childhood campers will go to Early Childhood North and South classrooms on the first level. The third EC camp 

will be in the First Grade classroom on the second level. 

Where do campers go on trips? As indicated in the program descriptions, field trips are a regular part of camp 

activities. Trips to parks and swimming pools are interspersed with other activities during the day. The instructors 

for each program will distribute plans for the week at the beginning of each session. 

Will I be informed of my child’s camp schedule for the week?  Yes, the instructors email families the schedule 

for the week, including upcoming field trips, events, projects and any other pertinent information. 

Will campers receive an official t-shirt? One camp t-shirt will be provided to each camper at no cost. It is 

suggested that campers wear these shirts on days when they have field trips. Please indicate the size of the t-shirt 

that you would like on the application form. Additional t-shirts are available for $10.00 each. 

What should my child bring or not bring to camp? Children should bring their morning snack, lunch, beverage, 

and a water bottle. The camp provides afternoon snack. Campers should bring a swimsuit every day. 

Campers should not bring money (unless indicated by the Camp Counselor for some field trips), valuables, 

weapons, video gaming devices, tablets or iPads. Lost items should be reported to the Camp Director. Although 

every effort will be made to find lost belongings, the camp is not responsible for a camper’s personal possessions. 
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What should my child wear to camp?  Campers should bring or wear shorts, suitable footwear such as tennis 

shoes or hiking shoes. Clogs and sandals are not allowed (except to pools and water parks); tennis shoes with Velcro 

are recommended for children who have not mastered the art of tying shoes.  Campers should bring a swimsuit, 

towel, sunscreen, and a suitable carry all bag.  Clothing, lunchboxes, spray on sunscreen, towels, etc., should be 

clearly marked with children’s names.  Please provide your child with a white T-Shirt when going to the pool to 

avoid sunburn. 

Should campers bring a bag lunch? Children should bring their morning snack, lunch, and beverage. The camp 

provides an afternoon snack. 

Is Capitol Hill Day School a peanut free school?  No, Capitol Hill Day School is not a nut free school.  Please 

inform the Camp Director if your child is highly allergic to peanuts or any other nuts, and he will ask families not 

to bring any peanut or nut-related items to camp. 

May Camp Counselors administer medication to the campers?  No, Summer Camp Counselors will NOT 

provide any medication to campers, including Tylenol and Benadryl.  Any required medications will be 

administered ONLY by an authorized staff person who has received DC Department of Health training. 

Do the Early Childhood campers have rest time?  Yes, they have rest time from 2:00 to 3:00pm. However, there 

may be times when these rest times are delayed or missed due to afternoon field trips.  

Where do I pick up my child after camp? When picking up your child, please go to the Summer Camp Office at 

the Reception desk. 

 

Nondiscrimination Policy:  It is the policy of Capitol Hill Day School to admit children of any race, religion, and 

national or ethnic origin. 

 

REQUIRED MEDICAL FORMS 

The camp is required to have a DC Health certificate completed and signed by a physician and the parents or legal 

guardians.  A child may not attend camp until the completed forms are received by the Camp Director. The medical 

forms are available on the online registration form.  All medical forms must be completed and returned by June 

1, 2018. 

The Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health has mandated new laws for schools, and requires 

specific medical forms for students to attend school and summer camp.  Those forms include a Health Certificate 

signed by a physician, Medication Administration Authorization Form, Authorization for Medical 

Procedure/Treatment Form, and Medical Action Plan.  

 

BILLING, REFUND, AND CANCELLATION POLICIES 

Registration: All camp registrations are done on our website at https://chds.campbrainregistration.com/. We no 

longer accept paper applications. If you need assistance completing registration or logging in, please contact Njonjo 

at nsmith@chds.org or summercamp@chds.org 

Billing: Camp and extended care fees are due in full at the time of registration by credit card.   

https://chds.campbrainregistration.com/


210 South Carolina Avenue SE | Washington, DC 20003 | t: 202.547.2244 | www.chds.org  

  

Extended Before and After Care:  Children may arrive as early as 8:00 am (one hour before the start of camp) 

and remain until 6:00 pm (two hours beyond the end of camp). There is a $9.50 hourly charge for before and after 

care. The fee for weekly before and after camp care is $75.00 per week. For daily drop in, the fee is $20. 

Refunds and Cancellations: Parent who wish to cancel one or more camps prior to the start date of summer camp 

(June 25), will be charged a $50 fee per camp, per child. A refund will be applied to the credit card on file after 

applicable fees. For cancellations received on or after the start date of summer camp, the $50 cancelation fee will 

be applied, then 50% of the cost of the camp session will be refunded. Please note that we cannot refund camp 

charges for student absences. The camp director reserves the right to cancel any camp for any reason, including 

insufficient enrollment. 

Fee for Switching Camps: Parents who switch a child from one camp to another at any time after registration will 

be charged a $40 fee. 

 

PARENT AND CAMPER EXPECTATIONS AND OBLIGATIONS 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

 I understand that all possible precautions are taken to ensure that all programs and activities at the 

Capitol Hill Day School Summer Camp are conducted by mature and qualified personnel in a safe 

and responsible manner. However, there is potential for accidental injury because of the nature of 

some of the activities within the camp program [e.g., water sports, hiking, and some land sports].  

Capitol Hill Day School, their employees and summer camp staff, are not responsible for any 

injury, loss or damage of any kind sustained by a person or student participating in our summer 

camp program. 

 I recognize these risks and agree to allow my child to participate in these activities and programs. 

 I grant Capitol Hill Day School permission to give out my name, address, and phone number to 

other camp parents to help establish carpools or to make up a roster of each group for distribution 

to parents so that campers can keep in touch after camp is over. 

 I grant Capitol Hill Day School permission to use any photographs taken of my child during the 

camp season for promotional purposes. 

 I grant permission for my child to participate in field trips off the school grounds during camp 

hours. These trips will be supervised by Capitol Hill Day School Summer Camp Staff. 

 I understand that my child’s continued attendance at camp is conditional upon his or her 

willingness to abide by camp rules. 

 I accept personal responsibility for prompt payment of all fees when due, and I understand that all 

fees are due and payable in full at the time of registration. 

 I authorize Capitol Hill Day School to bill my credit card weekly for any extended care, late fees, 

and cancellation fees I may incur. 
 

BY REGISTERING MY CHILD IN CAPITOL HILL DAY SCHOOL’S SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM, I 

AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE ABOVE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES. 
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CAPITOL HILL DAY SCHOOL  
SUMMER CAMP 2018  

  

  Early Childhood & 1st Grade  Elementary (Grades 2nd-4th)  Upper Grades (5th-8th )  

Session 1  

June 25-June 29  

1-A  Music Makers  

       Ashley Parham  

   

1-B Yaddies of Jamaica  

       Aisha Smith  

  

1-C Art Around the World   

       Mattie Sandler   

  

1-D  Up, Up and Away  

       Michael Jones  

   

1-E Fossil Finders  

    Kate McDonnell  

  

  

1-F Fashion Design Camp  

       Tianette Simpson  
  

1-G  Introduction to  
Programming: Game Design &  
Development I  

Elyon Olaniran  

  

Session 2  

July 2-July 6  

No camp on July 4  

2-A Playtime Adventures  

       Ashely Parham  

  

2-B Tropical Paradise  

        Aisha Smith  

  

2-C Amazing Animals  

      Adrienne Jones  

  

  

2-D Amazing Animals  

       Michael Jones  

  

2-E Out of this World      

Imagination!  

   Megan Smith  

  

  

2-F Basic Sailing  

     CHDS Staff  

  

2-G   Introduction to  
Programming: Game Design & 

Development II  

Elyon Olaniran 
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Session 3   

July 9-July 13  

  

3-A Creativity Camp  

        Tina Jean-Pierre  

  

3-B Holiday Camp   

        Stacey Price  

  

3-D Artist Adventures: En  
Plain Air  

      Megan Smith 
  

3-E Tennis Camp  

       Niomi Reed  

  

3-F Introduction To Comics  

          Nikko Custodio  

  

3-G   Introduction to  
Programming: Game Design & 

Development III  

          Elyon Olaniran  

 

  

3-C Local Motion  

 

        Lindsey Sykes  

   

Session 4  

July 16-July 20  

4-A Chefs on the Hill  

       Niomi Reed  

  

4-B  Crafty Creators  

         Lindsey Sykes  

  

4-C Puppet Camp  

       Stacey Price  

  

4-D Kicks 4 Kids  

       Khary Stockton Soccer  

  

4-E Wearable Art   

       Megan Smith   

  

  

 4-F Stop Motion Animation Film      

    Maker Camp  

                 Nikko Custodio  

 4-G Science of Games   

                 Labythire Organization  
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Session 5  

July 23-July 27  

5-A  A Lego Camp  

        Niomi Reed  

  

5-B  Little Scientists  

        Tina Jean-Pierre  

  

5-C  To the Moon!  

      Megan Robinson  

  

5-D Basketball Camp  

     CHDS Staff  

  

5-E  Art Around the World  

       Michael Jones  

   

  

  

5-F Art Around The World  

     Megan Smith   

  

5-G Basketball Camp   

 
     CHDS Staff  

Session 6  

July 30-August 3  

6-A No Oven Required       

     Megan Robinson  
  

6-B  Camp Blast Off  

        

      Niomi Reed  
 

6-D   Flag Football  

      Robert Robinson  

  
6-E  Wizard Academy  

      Konor Scott 

6-F Flag Football  

     Robert Robinson  
  

6-G  G  Introduction to  
Programming: Game Design &  
Development 1V  

     Elyon Olaniran  

  

6-C   Yoga  

       Kate MacDonnell  

  

        

  

  

  

Session 7  

August 6-10  

7-A Water Works  

 CHDS Staff  

7-B Water Works  

CHDS Staff  

7-C Water Works  

CHDS Staff  
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Capitol Hill Day School  

Summer Camp 2018  

Daily Schedule   

  

8:00-9:00am   Before Care   

9:00am       Report to Camp   

10:00-10:15am    Break/Snack Time  

12:00-12:45pm    Lunch Time  

2:00-3:00pm   Rest Time (Early Childhood Only)  

3:45-4:00pm   Snack is provided  

4:00-6:00pm   Dismissal to Parents/Guardians or  

                             After Care  
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Capitol Hill Day School  

2018 Summer Camp Staff  

  

Lindsey Sykes is an Early Childhood teacher and graduate of Howard University. She taught kindergarten 

here at CHDS for many years. She also taught at the Luxor Academy in California and was the After School 

Director at Roots of Unique Awareness School in Oakland, California. Lindsey has been a friendly face in 

the After School Program and Summer Camper at CHDS for over 12 years.  

Adisa Gittens-Smith is a graduate from Fork Union Academy. He attends Morgan State University, 

pursuing a degree in Business Administration.  Also, he is a substitute ASP counselor here at Capitol Hill 

Day School.  

Ayinde Gittens-Smith is a graduate with honors from Fork Union Military Academy. He attended Goucher 

College, majoring in Studio Art. Currently, Ayinde works as an ASP counselor here at Capitol Hill Day 

School.  

Nicholas “Nikko” Custodio teaches art at Capitol Hill Day School, and is a working artist. Nikko is 

originally from California, relocating to Washington, DC in 2012. Prior to moving to DC, he taught abroad 

in Japan. Nikko graduated from the California College of the Arts in 2007 with a BFA in  

Illustration.   

Tina Jean-Pierre is a graduate of Florida A&M University and holds a degree in English/Public Relations, 

as well as a Master’s degree in early education from American University.  She has worked in the School’s 

After School and Summer Camp Programs for several years.   

Adrienne Jones is a Washington native, and attended the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, where she 

focused on instrumental music and cultivated her passion for culture and the arts.  She earned a Bachelors 

in Science (Biology) from Morgan State University.  

Michael Jones is a graduate of Paine College with a degree in English. He is an ASP counselor and is 

returning for a second year as a Summer Camp Counselor. Michael also assists in Admissions. He enjoys 

working with kids and helping them use their creative and critical skills to reach their fullest potential.  

Irene Kokkales went to Eastern Michigan University and majored in English language and Literature. She 

has lived on Capitol Hill for 25 years, and worked in DC public schools for about 20 years. After she had 

children, she switched from real estate to early childhood education, and Irene still finds “these little people 

delightful!”  

Nyame-Kye Kondo is an international artist and creative educator from Washington, DC. A graduate of 

both the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, and Morgan State University, Nyame-Kye has been teaching 

for the last ten years, and credits her educator parents for inspiring her to do so.   

Kate MacDonnell is a yoga teacher and artist who has worked with children at CHDS for over 12 years.  

She is inspired by the natural world and loves to share and foster wonder and curiosity in children.  She 

loves the CHDS community and looks forward to a fun and relaxing summer camp!  
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Ashley Parham is a graduate of University of Rochester’s Eastman School of Music (violin), and an alumna 

of CHDS.  She currently teaches at Forestdale Elementary School in Springfield, VA.  Ashley has been an 

ASP and Summer Camp Counselor for several years, and she looks forward to working with campers again!  

Stacey Price currently teaches first grade at Capitol Hill Day School. She has been teaching early childhood 

and elementary school in Washington, DC since 2005. Her favorite children's book is Pinkalicious. She 

loves pizza and anything that is pink!  

Eylon Olaniran is a graduate of the Computer Science program at Howard University with a specialty in 

Game and Web development. Eylon originally got into HU studying computer engineering, then decided 

to switch during orientation after talking to the head of the EECE department about what computer 

engineering is really about. He tried out Computer Science for one semester and has not looked back since. 

“I love Computer Science and will definitely pick it again, if I was given the choice.”  

Niomi Reed has several years of experience as a Summer Camp Coordinator and part-time After  

School Program Counselor.  She has a Bachelor’s in Social Work and was a Special Education  

Resource Teacher and Case Worker at Green Valley Alternative Academy in Prince George’s County.  

Niomi teaches 7th and 8th grade math and science at Maya Angelou Public Charter School.  

Megan Robinson is originally from Connecticut, is a Howard University graduate and the Assistant 

Director of Auxiliary Services! She has hosted and assisted in many summer camp adventures here at CHDS 

over the years and is looking forward to learning and exploring with campers again this year!  

Robert Robinson is a graduate of Howard University, where he played football.  He has over ten years of 

experience working with children.  Robert is a Physical Education teacher and Athletic Director at Meridian 

Public Charter School.  He is the founder and CEO of Explosive Sports, a youth program dedicated to 

helping children develop academically, socially, and physically.  Through Explosive Sports, Robert runs 

an All State Summer Flag Football League.     

Mattie Sandler has a B.A. in Public Relations and Philosophy from Gonzaga University.  She worked on 

Capitol Hill in press/communications before realizing her passion was teaching and working with children.  

Her teaching experience focuses on social skills development with students on the autism spectrum and 

anxiety/sensory processing disorders.  She is currently doing graduate work in mental health and child 

psychology.   

  

Konor Scott is an educator for Fairfax County Public Schools. He loves working with the youth and is very 

excited to be spending his summer working at the CHDS Camp. In his spare time, Konor, enjoys spending 

time with his family, traveling, listening to music, sports, reading, and enjoying the great outdoors.   

 Tianette Simpson is a designer who enjoys helping everyone get a little fashion in their lives.  Tianette 

studied fashion design at New York City’s Fashion Institute of Technology, specializing in illustration.  

She also studied fashion in France and Italy.  Tianette has been a design assistant to a local designer, has 

mentored many new designers, and has had her own fashion collections and lines.  

Aisha Smith is an elementary teacher at Eagle Academy. She has over 14 years’ experience working as an 

elementary teacher here in the US and in her native country of Jamaica. Aisha is passionate about helping 

children learn about different cultures and countries around the world.  
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Megan Smith is a graduate of Corcoran College of Art + Design with a degree in Photography, as well as 

a Master’s degree in Teaching from Frostburg State University. During the school year she teaches 

elementary art in Maryland. She recently led a session at Capitol Hill Day School in partnership with the 

Corcoran Gallery of Art, and has taught summer programs in Washington, DC for several years.  

Njonjo Smith is the Director of Auxiliary Services at Capitol Hill Day School.  He is a graduate of 

Columbia Union College with a degree in Organizational Management.  He has worked with the After 

School Program and Summer Camp for more than ten years.   

Barbara Starchia has worked at Capitol Hill Day School for more than twenty years. She is the School 

Receptionist and assists the After School Program.   

  

Partner Organizations:  

● Belle Haven Marina http://www.saildc.com/   

● Khary Stockton Soccer http://www.kharystocktonsoccer.com/  ● 

Labyrinth Games and Puzzles http://www.labyrinthgameshop.com/   

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capitol Hill Day School  

Sun Screen Policy  

  

http://www.saildc.com/
http://www.saildc.com/
http://www.kharystocktonsoccer.com/
http://www.kharystocktonsoccer.com/
http://www.labyrinthgameshop.com/
http://www.labyrinthgameshop.com/
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Parents are to apply sunscreen to their children prior 

to arriving at camp.   

  

We have additional sunscreen (SPF 30+) available 

for use. The campers will self-apply sunscreen 

throughout the day or as needed.   

  

If your child sunburns easily, we recommend that he 

or she wear a swim shirt or a white reflective shirt 

and hat to help reduce exposure.  

  

If a child gets sunburned, we will provide Aloe 

Sunburn gel to help soothe the pain, and the child’s 

parents will be notified.  
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 Summer Camp Snack Options  

  

 Chex Mix  

 Smart Food Popcorn 

 Graham Crackers 

 Snyder’s Mini Pretzels  

 Cheez-Its  

 Apple Sauce  

 Fresh Fruit 

o Watermelon  

o Grapes 

o Oranges  

 NutriGrain Bars  

 Veggie Straws & 

Chips  

 Pirate’s Booty  

 Gold Fish Crackers  

 Popsicles  

 Ice Cream Sandwiches  

  


